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SMICHOV IN PRARA

Smichov patchwark

Smichov is a multi-functionnal barough which knew different phases. The most
Important thing we wanted to deal with is the passibility we are offered to notice
these various periads judging from some clues we can meet when we walk in
the borough. We cant avoid the Staropramen brewery or Zlaty Andel crossroad
and especially the contrast there exists between the synagogue and the Novy
Smichov shopping mall,

This is the reason why we decided to develap our analysis through case studies
whose the aim is to highlight the patchwork aspect which characterizes the bo-
rough and the atrmosphere split between the northern part and the southern one.

of

Limits of Praha since 1976

/ >+ CASE STUDY 1= Staropramen Brewery

># CASE STUDY 2 # Crossing point Ziaty Ancel

> CONCLUSION : One place, two atmaspheres

SMICHO\ 84212 inhabitants according to CZS0.
--> about 6,5 % of the population of the whole city.

Part of Praha fifth district ( 27 km?).



WHCH LIMITS FOR SMICHOV 2

Hlavni mésto Praha
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Smichav in the fifth district of Praha _ from Czech Statistical Office website _ 2012

According to the CZS0, Smichov is an administrative
part of the fifth district of Prague. It seems to be well connected
to the city centre (Praha 1and 2) as it has a common border
with Mdla Strana and with the old city centre through many
bridges.

Smichov, independant city from the the beginning of
the twentieth century, became a part of the city of Prague in
1923 when occured the Great extension of the city. Nowadays,
Smichov can be seen as an example of a revitdlization of for-
mer industrial suburbs from the nineteenth century, as Karlin
or Holesavice. It was eagerly dynamised and especially by pro-
Jects made by famous international architects as Jean Nouvel,
in1991

Judging from our own vision of the site, Smichov ap-
pears to be bordered by the river and the hills, as Petrin hil. This
narrow urbanized stripe which is developped on a dilated space
contained between natural elernents gaes from Mala Strana to
the southern train station Smichav Nadrazi

. Full of peaple area
cool place to live in fpecp

Pub  former working class borough

! | Train station
Indelmetrostation e
Parc sacré coeur N crossroad
‘ Modern architecture
Shoppingmel S 0 lﬂ Ceﬂ ET
Staropramen .
Ziaty Andel | meet]ng p[]]nt train bridge brewerv
StTOﬂg gentrlﬁcatlon NOUVE|,S bU”dmg Afternoon petangue in
) ) ' ogshit" the Sacre coeur park
mdusma‘ borough many diferent residential parts
Connexion

Cloud of Czech comments

Michal, Anet, Simon, Bara, Jakub, Martin, Jindra, Vo-
Jtech, Karolina, Kristina, Zuzka are Czech students. They live in
Prague since they were born or since they started to study at
the Faculty. Even they have different life, they have approxima-
tely the same idea about Smichov when we ask them what is
the first thing which comes into their mind when we say «Smi-
chav». Most of them think abaut the Navy Smichov shopping
center and especially girls, reachable by metro. The second im-
portant idea is the former industrial barough composed with the
Starapramen Brewery. People alsa know Smichav as a meeting
pointknown for ef ficient cannections with the city centre. Then,
some of them speak abaut parks as the Sacre Coeur, especially
Jindra who lives in Smichov.




OUR UIMITS FOR SMICHOV
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Smichov is a borough de fined by natural elements such as hills and the river. More than borders, these elements also provide a goad way of life because natural
spaces are quickly reachable fromthe city. Indeed, many parks such as Petrin Hill or Sacre Coeur Park let to have abreak in such an animated and cannected place. Moreo-
ver, we can clearly natice how the network changes in this barough compared to Mala Strana one. Indeed, the reqular and arthogonal netwark contrasts with the organic and
tight streets’ system. In the south, imits seem to be easily definable for two reasans : the train station creates a kind of borough ending and the fact there exists a stronger
narrowing between the hill and the river.




THE FORMER MAIN STREET

1763

Smichov was a place used for the King Wenceslas coranation
which took place in a palace. There was Carthusian monastery which was
destroyed by Hussits but it's still the name of the street : Kartouzka ulice.

In the Middle Age, the land is covered by wineyards, hop fields,
farms and fields which belong to the Church. There also existed water-
mills on the Vitava. At the end of the XVIth century,Bourgeais wanted to
build their surnmer residence. This landscape started to change during the
XVIIl'th century, when factories appeared.
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FUNCTIONNAL EVOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH
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Middle of 13th

Middle of 18th - 19th 1990%
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Southern Smichov Nadrazi _ XIXth century Construction of the Andel metra station - 13805



TWO WAYS T0BUILD SMICHOV

Smichov is a multi-functional borough which knew various phases of
activities. These diferent periods had been split by important events linked
with infrastructure improvement. So, railway and then, metro line constitute
a watershed in the histary of the borough. Nowadays, We can notice two
main process of transformation that we decided to call: Juxtaposition and
Substitution,

We will deal with two case studies. If the first one expresses juxtaposition
process cause it's stil some elements from the past as the brewery (as
the second one with the synagoque), the second case study clearly shows
substitution process because Zlady Andel cross road or Tatra Block were
completely transformed.
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# CASE STUDY 1# Staropramen Brewery

Miogle of 16th - 13th Inthe middle of 18th - 19th manufactures and particularly breweries took place in

the smichov borough. Starapramen, which is today the biggest brewery in Praha,
born during this period. In the same time the development of Smichov involves,

Q Q and the manufacture was quickly surrounded by lot of housing. Despite of the
other manufacture which was in the borough the staropramen manufacture

never moove outside of the city.

Smichov," the city of 100 chimneys

> Starapramen brewery since 1863

> Ceskomoaravska Kolben-Dan k factory
[moved to Zlicin)

> Ringhoffer factory (railway carriage)

+ Chemical factories, sugar factary, spinning mill facory ...

Wi

Staropramen brewery - 1869
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In1938, the brewery block islocatednear the Vitava, among housing buildings and other manufactures
which disappeared to be replaced by shops and offices.

The Staropramen Brewery was built in 1869. After the First World War, in the 19305 dll breweries
grew and settled in the borough of Smichav during the industrial revalution. Since this expansion,
Staropramen became the largest brewery in Prague and in Czechoslovakia, but especially became
the symbol of Smichov.

v AT el e
At the beginning of the twenty first century, the brewery needs more place and another part of the
factary was built on the other block.



factories
B residential buldings
T shops
o offices
mm public buildings (schools, administrative, churches )
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As we could see in the following documents, the pedestrian has more space
and feel mare free in the area where the shapping center is located whereas,
close ta the starapramen, the pedestrian doesnt feel confortable.
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/laty Andel in Smichov is an important core in the city of Prague cause
many different types of public transports come from this location. This
place which constitutes a hub is also well-connected to the outskirts of
Prague. Smichov can be seen as a door.
>»> Connection between 9 tram lines and 1 subway line which crosses
the city from the west ta the narth-east.

VARIOUS INFRASTRUCTURES PROVINDING ACCESSIBILITY AND

The tunnel was finished in the mid-90's. It was a huge and expensive
construction work which prevents from destroying many buildings
In Smichov and to split the borough. Indeed, at the beginning, Local
Autharithies wanted to create a wide road through Smichov in order to
achieve the big loop project to escape the center town by the west side
(the east had already one). This is the reason why many buildings were
deserted and why, nowdays, there are so many closed down places.
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# CASE STUDY 2 = CROSSING POINT ZLATY ANDEL

Nowy Smichov _ 2014

Zlaty Andel _ 2014

/laty Andel cross road is recognizable for
the buildings which camposed it. The synagogue
building, the office building made by Jean Nouvel
or the shopping mall are &l paramount but it
deals with different informations and have not the
same use. Indeed, the synagogue is more useful
because she didnt really change too much and
Its statut quo lets us to understand what kind of
evolutions happened .

INTEREST POINT IN THE CROSSING POINT

1l



1> Smichov SYnagogue, clue of juxtapasition process
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>1850: The first synagogue was built and unfinished, sathe jewish community
built a new one with nea mauresque style indoor and neo romane outdaor,

> 1930 : The synagogue was transformed once again with the architect
[ opold Ehrmann in a puriste style. It became the new modern synagogue in
Prague.

> 1986 : After the second world war, the jewish community abandoned
the synagogue. It was completely destrayed during the occupation so they
wanted to demolished t.

> 2002 : The synagogue was saved and was gave back o the jewish
community. Then, it was reconstructed as the same as the second period of

Its reconstruction.
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2> [laty ande

, substitution for recagnizable place
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Prague crossroad : Andel (The Angel] is named after the
house U Zlateho anda (Golden Angel's) from the 19th century,
which had the legendary statue in a wal niche above the
main entrance. This house was pulled down in 1980, during
the construction of Moskevska metro station and gave its
place to the praject of Zlaty Andel designed by Jean Nouvel
since 1991
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The building was created to improve the marker feature
of the place. The angular part was designed as a ship bow
which gives us an impression of movernent due to the
sliding floars Jean Nouvel made.
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3> Novy smichov, example of substitution process
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Usihe Ta'thr

Novy Smichov

Twenty years ago, Smichov was a borough with a strong industrial identity. Tatra factory and workers hausing were an important part of the
borough. In the middle of the 90's the factary moved to found much more space, farer from the city center : Zlicin.

The industrial equipment was destrayed to built a new project. The initial project was to built housing but the local authorities finaly prefer

commercial center more profitable.
14



ONE LOCATION, TWO ATMOSPHERES

Residential network

Big mall

Shops [ ™M
Dynamic [

Landmark

Factary

Continuous traffic
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AREA A AREAB

DENTITY

Smichov appearedfor us as a _dua\ sit_e. Indeed, the atmosphere changes if you are in Zlaty Andel, in the area of the Starapramen brewery or near the Smichov train station. The south of
the site is strongly flled of the Industra ldeﬂﬂfy where Humans are not really welcome. This is abvious public spaces are not designed for the pedestrians and massive infrastructures
as rallway, wide roads increase this problem.
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PUBLIC SPACE

PLACE OF PEDRESTRIAN
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